Minutes of a meeting of Brunswick and Regency Neighbourhood Action Group held at Cornerstone Community Centre, Hove on Tuesday 5th March , 2009

Present : Diane Joll ( DJ - Friends of Brunswick Square and Terrace ) , Bill Cowell ( BC - East Brunswick Residents Association ) , Wendy Taylor ( WT - First Base Day Centre) , John Warmington  ( JW - CMPCA ) , Juliette Hunting ( JH - LARA ) , Gilly Armstrong ( GA - St Michaels Church ) , Tom Chavasse ( TC - Friends of Brunswick Square and Terrace ) , John the Van (JtV -  Resident and Brunswick Festival ) , Liam Mandville ( LM - Friends of Bedford Square ) , Becky Wilkinson (BW -  Communities Against Drugs ) , Ian Denyer ( ID - BHCC – Senior Highway Enforcement Officer ) , Lisa Mytton – (  LMy - BHCC – Communities Team ) , PCSO Roberta King – (RK -  Regency) , PCSO Siobhan Salihi ( SS - Regency ) , Simon Bannister ( SB - BHCC Environment Improvement Team ) , Michael Wynne ( MW - Resident  ) , Graham Allen ( GrA - Serendipity ) .

1.Introductions .LM welcomed everyone to the meeting and everyone introduced themselves.

2.Apologies :  were received from : Angela Sandrino ( Cornerstone Community Centre ) , Alice Piper ( DAAT ) Andy Silsby  and Tony Silsby ( Serendipity ) 

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 24th September 2008 
These were circulated and agreed as a true record.

There were no matters arising not covered in the rest of the meeting agenda.

4. Neighbourhood Action Plan : progress reports
a.Street Furniture

ID reported on the situation regarding street furniture in the Brunswick and Regency areas. 
A lot of the footway on the South Side of Western Road is not actually public highway. Over 50% of items people are putting out such as A Boards, tables/chairs are on private land and not on the public highway so the council is limited in its powers with regard to these.

ID deals with street furniture issues for the council along with issuing skips and scaffold licenses (8,000 per year) cycling and issues such as overhanging vegetation.

ID said information from residents is crucial in identifying and dealing with problems and he welcomes residents sending him information and evidence from dated digital photos for example  about any problems that he could put in front of the legal team. 
BC raised the issue of Amber Foods who have had one fine already for litter. ID said the Council lawyers advised that information presented to them about allegedly illegal street furniture  would not be sufficient for a prosecution in their view would be interpreted by magistrates as “ de minimis “ i.e. minimal.
TC said that after dialogue with residents Amber Foods has said they will change the way they display food to free up pathway, but residents still needed to keep an eye to make sure this happens.

BC reported that he had been physically threatened the last time he attempted to take a photo.

ID said new regulations regarding the size of A boards come into force in April 2009 with maximum height 1.2 m and max width 1.1 m. Officers will have powers under new licensing arrangements from April 2009.
2 dimensions of the problem were suggested; firstly how to improve the situation as things are now and secondly a bigger question of the city’s policy and strategy for street furniture in the future, for which broad consultation would be needed.

Action

LM suggested all information any residents have regarding A boards with dated photos to be sent to Ian Denyer: Ian.Denyer@brighton-hove.gov.uk  Tel 01273 292065 – Full details of the regulations, and a complaint form can be downloaded from the B&R website.
GA reported a communal bin flapping in the wind. It was suggested to phone and e-mail Cityclean who have prescribed targets for responding to communications.

b. Courteous cycling 

Bricycles Members are asking for APZ’s to move forward of the lights in Churchill Square 

The Police have carried out operations in Air Street regarding cyclists going in the wrong direction and can do this again.

It was suggested that clear signage at sensible heights saying “No Cycling “would be helpful. Residents reminded everyone that Air Street Passage is a pavement so there should be no cycling there.

JH proposed asking the council to put up a sign.

Representation is being made to re-open North Street Quadrant for cyclists 

JW said some safe cycling routes have been removed which has not helped the situation in this area.

Action; The route network needs to be reviewed and publicised. Abby Hone is the city council officer responsible. All residents to raise concerns ref cycling direct to her and the B/R group to review this at future meetings and make collective representation if appropriate and desired to support residents.

E-mail Sgt Bowes of the Regency police team and his opposite number in West District to request a police day of action on cycling targeting problems areas such as the Brunswick side and Waterloo Street one-way section at least 5 an hour are travelling in the wrong direction according to anecdotal resident information.

c. Licensing of premises  

5-6 Western Road. Strict “on-license “ conditions have been applied through planning regarding serving alcohol and registered door minders always being on duty. It is believed their license will permit serving alcohol 'til 3 am. Signs should be requested asking customers to respect local residents when leaving. 
SB said this property has often caused concerns. Recent resident concerns are about alleged drug dealing and street fouling. Residents asked is a gating order still on the cards for Farmer Street. There has been  an order to remove the ramp and now the issue is what will the shape of the new building be and how will that affect Farmer Street , the passage, lighting , CCTV , door handling and so on. An evaluation of the need for gating should take place.
One possible approach is a light touch scheme based on unlocked gates. 

BC has been liaising with PC Sarah Thurley about drug dealing in Farmer Street and Farmer Passage. 

Incidents of ASB have reduced recently but this could be due to the building programme. However other issues have arisen such as not removing builders waste. 

Action

It was agreed that developments at 5-6 Western Road should be a priority issue for the B/R group to keep a close eye on and support representation of resident views and promoting liaison with all relevant agencies and resident and tenant groups. 

Residents said their concerns were still about “off license “conditions. Issues around so-called “alcoholic newsagent premises “were said anecdotally to have reduced and the situation been quite quiet recently which is good news. 

Action

Report all incidents to jim.whiteley@brighton-hove.gov.uk
d. Street drinking 

This is a cyclical problem, for example with a group of ‘winter drinkers’ from Brunswick Square. Police report this as a never-ending problem with people moving from one area to another but residents should report any serious problems. There is evidence that some of the problem has been moved out of the area to the Level.

Issue regarding co-ordination of police between the Regency and Brunswick teams on these issues. 

Action

Invite Brunswick team PCSO’s to the next meeting along with Regency representatives and speak to area Sergeants about this co-ordination and liaison with residents and tenants groups.

e. Neighbourhood Safety Forums and Local Action Teams (LAT’s) 

LM said he had not received any feedback from the police about future ‘meet and greet’ sessions in the area.

There is to be a review meeting of the Local Action Team (LAT’s ) structures and network on 11th March to  which all current LAT chairs should have been invited.

5. DAAT : CRI assertive outreach worker 

BW reported that a review of assertive outreach work to support people with alcohol and substance misuse issues has concluded that due to very high demand for the service across the City, the limited resource available and the fact that the method of work used leads to greater success in areas of concentrated social housing that this service will unfortunately no longer be delivered in the Brunswick and Regency area. BW said Alice Piper from the DAAT could provide more detailed information if necessary about this decision.
A discussion followed in which many people expressed their disappointment at this decision and collectively agreed to do more work in finding out more about the evidence of the  nature of the issues affecting people in the Brunswick and Regency area which is distinguished by a significant transient population , high numbers of people in private rented accommodation some of which is not in good condition , other services that may be able to offer support and review the needs for such services and if necessary make future representation to relevant bodies to have resources deployed in the area using appropriate working methodology. 

6. Health Funding Event 

GrA reported that £400 had been made available to the Brunswick and Regency NAG to support a community event to celebrate the work of the projects funded by the Novas Scarman/ PCT community chest that the B/R group administers and distributes.

Everyone agreed that a future event in the B/R area focused on health issues, bringing together health providers to offer information about their services to residents and groups working in the area was a good idea and should include the chance for groups funded through the community chest to attend and showcase their achievements and future work.

BC said he would contact the Old Market to see if they could provide a venue at reduced cost for such an event, allowing access to the community garden there which has received support from the Community Chest. 

Action : GrA to pursue and liaise with BC ref Old Market venue for an event.

7. Funding 

JH raised the issue that significant future funding for communities across the City had been announced by the City Council and wanted to know just how much of this support would be coming in to benefit the communities in Brunswick and Regency areas. 

GrA reported that a modest proportion of the community development funding would continue to fund Serendipity support for the B/R Nag  and local community groups and suggested that as part of this support Serendipity could co-ordinate a  funding event  for local groups in the B/R area to find out more about funding opportunities and be helped to make applications to bring more funds into the area to support more community benefiting work.

8. Date of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 6th May, 7pm .  – venue to be confirmed

9. AOB

i. Gating: SB recommends that residents take a look at the scheme proposal for gating in Ship Street Gardens including the feasibility options for Ship Street Gardens and Black Lion Street.

ii. JH said Friends of St Anne’s Well Gardens are having a Festival event on Saturday Mary 23rd in the gardens. It was suggested that this is a good place to promote the B/R nag and its activities and future events/meetings.

iii. First Base : WT said First Base Day Centre ( which was the Chapel to the Pavilion ) has obtained £500,000 to restore and modernise this building to provide better day services for homeless people including work and learning facilities  but will also improve the facilities for access by local community groups such as the NAG and resident and tenant groups. WT offered to write an article about this for the B/R website. The refurbished building would make an excellent venue for a future B/R group meeting.

iv. Brunswick Festival: jtV said this year’s festival is on 15th and 16th August and will be the 28th festival. He said it was a shame the ’ Local Voice ‘ publication no longer is published and suggests the B/R NAG tries to do what it can to promote better communication about and between community , residents and tenants group across the B/R area. 

LM said the web site was a major tool for this, JtV said notice boards and more traditional methods like the old newsletter will also help.
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